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Description: 

 

This unimproved meadow located 4 miles to the north of Raglan slopes gently to the north and is 

crossed by a stream. Soils are clayey brown earths of the Bromyard Association which have developed 

on the underlying alluvium and Raglan Marsh sandstone. There is some seasonal waterlogging. 

 

Lower Ground supports a neutral unimproved grassland community and an unimproved mire 

community. 

 

The drier areas support extensive areas of the Danthonia decumbens sub-community of the Centaurea 

nigra – Cynosurus cristatus mesotrophic grassland type. The most common grasses are sweet vernal-

grass Anthoxanthum odoratum, heath-grass Danthonia decumbens and crested dog’s-tail Cynosurus 

cristatus. Herbs include common knapweed Centaurea nigra, betony Stachys officinalis and dyer’s 

greenweed Genista tinctoria. 

 

The wetter areas of the site bordering the stream support the Juncus acutiflorus sub-community of the 

Juncus effusus/acutiflorus – Galium palustre mire type. Sharp-flowered rush Juncus acutiflorus 

dominates with a variety of grasses which include Yorkshire-fog Holcus lanatus, purple moor-grass 

Molinia caerulea and rough meadow-grass Poa trivialis. Marsh marigold Caltha palustris, marsh thistle 

Cirsium palustre and marsh pennywort Hydrocotyle vulgaris are also present. 

 

The site supports a number of locally rare species including petty whin Genista anglica, southern marsh-

orchid Dactylorhiza praetermissa and flea sedge Carex pulicaris. 

 

Additional diversity is provided by small areas of alder carr, dense and scattered scrub, dense bracken 

and bank-side vegetation. 
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