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SITE OF SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC INTEREST CITATION

CARMARTHENSHIRE LLYN PENCARREG
Date of Notification: 1973, 1983
National Grid Reference: SN 537456
O.S. Maps: 1: 50,000 Sheet number: 146
1: 25,000 Sheet number: SN 54
Site Area: 8.6 ha
Description:

An oligotrophic lake of kettle-hole origin. Such unproductive lakes are rare in Wales in
lowland areas. The lake has no inflow or outflow streams and is assumed to have an artesian
water supply. Apart from a pronounced wave-cut platform, the sides shelve steeply down to
an average depth of about 7 metres (23 feet). The maximum recorded depth is about 10
metres (33 feet). The site is notable for its extremely low alkalinity (under 5 ppm of calcium
carbonate), which results in a paucity of aquatic plant and animal life; a feature which is more
typical of lakes at higher altitudes. The wave-cut platform supports a little emergent
vegetation, principally of soft rush Juncus effusus. Aquatic vegetation is limited to
shoreweed Littorella uniflora, which grows on the gravelly marginal shelf down to about 3
metres (10 feet). The few invertebrates that do occur are present in large numbers.

The lake is locally important for the diversity of wintering waterfowl and for the breeding of
pochard.
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