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SITE OF SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC INTEREST CITATION

POWYS NEWMEAD
Date of Notification: 1954,1989
National Grid Reference: SO 057543
0O.S. Maps: 1:50,000 Sheet number: 147
1:25,000 Sheet number: SO 05
Site Area: 1.6 ha
Description:

This is a classic site for studies of Ordovician sediments and palaeogeography. Here
Jones and Pugh described a shoreline in an Upper Llanvirn sequence. Spilites of the
Builth Volcanics are overlain by an ancient soil profile, formed at a time when an ancient
Newmead Scar formed a cliff in the Ordovician landscape. Above the podsol are the
Feldspar Sandstones of the Newmead ‘Series’, which mark a return to marine
sedimentation following the period of sub-aerial exposure. This is a famous site showing
unique exposures proving non-marine environments at a time of predominantly marine
sedimentation
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