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Site Area:    5.6 ha 

 

Discription: 
 

Siambre Ddu is situated 5 kilometres south west of Abergavenny, at the head of Cwm Llan Wenarth.  

The site is at the top of a steep north west facing slope 400 metres above sea level. The site is of special 

earth science interest as a subsidence doline and is also an important hibernation roost site for lesser 

horseshoe bat Rhinolophus hipposideros. 

 

This site is unique in Britain in that it is the only accessible cave formed at the junction of the Millstone 

Grit and the Carboniferous Limestone. The Carboniferous Limestone has been dissolved to form a 

cavity below this junction. The weight of the overlying strata is such that collapse is taking place into 

the chamber below and a ‘subsidence doline’ (sink-hole) will eventually be formed. Such features, 

which are characteristically circular steep-sided depressions, are common throughout South Wales, but 

this site is unusual in that the process of formation can be observed from below ground level as well as 

from the surface. 

 

This site is also the third largest hibernation site in Gwent for the internationally endangered lesser 

horseshoe bat.  In recent years, over 60 bats have been recorded in early winter. 

 

Remarks: 
 

Within Brecon Beacons National Park. 

 

Lesser horseshoe bat is listed in Annex 11a of Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of 

Natural Habitats and Wild Flora and Fauna and in Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 

(as amended). 

 

This document is NOT a definitive legal version and has been formatted, updated and partially edited 

for use on the CCW Web site.  This document should not be used in any legal proceedings, public 

enquiry or any other hearing or appeal.  If you require a full legal copy of the document please contact 

CCW in writing. 

 


