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Description:  

 

The site consists of a single, gently sloping enclosure on the west side of the Nant y Rhos, 2.5 km 

south-east of Ystalyfera, at an altitude of 140m above sea level.  The geology of this area 

comprises Middle Coal Measure shales, overlain for the most part by boulder clay.  The site is 

drained by two ditches which run into the Nant y Rhos.  The site is of special interest for its 

species-rich fen meadow vegetation, which includes large populations of meadow thistle Cirsium 

dissectum and whorled caraway Carum verticillatum. 

 

Most of the site supports vegetation that is dominated by purple moor-grass Molinia caerulea, 

accompanied by a range of characteristic associates including meadow thistle, flea sedge Carex 

pulicaris, carnation sedge Carex panicea, tawny sedge Carex hostiana, whorled caraway, 

tormentil Potentilla erecta, greater birds-foot-trefoil Lotus pedunculatus, devil’s-bit scabious 

Succisa pratensis, and lousewort Pedicularis sylvatica.  In areas of superficial flushing and along 

the margins of small runnels, sharp-flowered rush Juncus acutiflorus is prominent, producing 

vegetation that is transitional to rush pasture, but which overall retains a high species richness.  

 

Along the southern field margin and around the drainage channel which traverses the centre of 

the enclosure the vegetation is characterised by tussocky purple moor grass with a thick 

accumulation of litter.  Tall herbs are prominent including wild angelica Angelica sylvestris, 

marsh thistle Cirsium palustre, common valerian Valeriana officinalis and marsh willowherb 

Epilobium palustre. 
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