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Site Area:    27.7 ha 

 

Description: 

 

Nelson Bog is a valley mire receiving relatively base-poor waters from the underlying Coal 

Measure rocks and adjoining wet pastures associated with marginal hill farming activities typical 

of the South Wales Coalfield. 

 

The major interest of the site is in the range and diversity of mire communities to be found. These 

extend from poor fen, through mesotrophic grasslands to areas of alder carr and upland 

hazel/sessile oak woodland. 

 

The poor fen communities are characterised by Phragmites and a range of Carex spp. 

 

The mesotrophic grasslands are dominated by Molinia caerulea, with Potentilla erecta, Holcus 

lanatus, Juncus effusus and Ranunculus spp. 

 

Alder carr generally grades into poor fen, and is dominated by an abundance of Carex paniculata. 

 

In addition, it is a very rich ornithological site with over 90 species recorded to date. 
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