CYNGOR CEFN GWLAD CYMRU
COUNTRYSIDE COUNCIL FOR WALES

SITE OF SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC INTEREST CITATION

CARMARTHENSHIRE MEIDRIM ROAD SECTION
Date of Notification: 1953, 1989
National Grid Reference: SN 288193 — SN 289209
0O.S. Maps: 1: 50,000 Sheet number: 158
1: 25,000 Sheet number: SN 21 and SN 22
Site Area: 5.5ha
Description:

This site shows stratigraphically important sections through rocks of graptolitic facies of
Llanvirn-Caradoc age. The site is the type locality of the local Mydrim Limestone of
Caradoc age and of the Hendre Shales of Llandeilo age. The Didymograptus murchisoni
Beds and the Asaphus Ash, both of Llanvirn age, and the Llandeilo Flags of Llandeilo age are
also well exposed. The black graptolitic shales and siltstones of the Hendre Shales contain a
rich fauna of trilobites and graptolites, including the trilobite Lloydolithus lloydi and the
graptolites Diplograptus cf. vagus and Nemograptus gracilis. The faunal assemblage in the
Hendre Shales at this site gives a good correlation with basal limestones and flags of the type
sections at Llandeilo, where a shelly fauna predominates. The Meidrim site is important
biostratigraphically as it shows that the N.gracilis Biozone has a range that extends from the
Caradoc well into the Llandeilo.
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