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SINC 
No  
 

Site Name/s Summary Description Meets and/or 
Exceeds Mid 
Valleys selection 
SINC Criteria 

Survey 
information 

16 Taf Fawr (Cwm 
Taf Ffawr) 

Section of major river 
tributary of the Afon Taf. The 
river extends into Brecon 
Beacons National Park to the 
north. Includes adjacent 
woodlands, which are 
relatively undisturbed in the 
upper reaches and more 
urban in character further 
downstream. The upper 
reaches in particular are of 
high ecological value, 
comprising limestone gorge 
woodland with a rich ground 
flora. Numerous rare plant 
species occur here. Further 
south the riverside 
woodland is more acid in 
character, but nevertheless 
supports a relatively diverse 
ground. The site also 
includes some adjacent 
areas of species-rich 
calcareous, neutral and acid 
grasslands. The calcareous 
grasslands in particular 
support numerous species 
which are scarce in the 
County Borough. Otter 
ranges along the Afon Taf 
Fechan, which also supports 
a range of native fish species 
including salmon. 

H1, H4, H5, H6, H9, 
H15. 
 
S2, S5, S6 & S7. 

SO 00NW/11, 
David Clements 
Ecology Limited, 
April 2008. 
Resurveyed in 
July 2017 and 
SINC boundary 
retained. 

 

Extracted from Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council Replacement Local Development Plan (2016 - 

2031). 

https://www.merthyr.gov.uk/media/5642/replacement-ldp-written-statement-final-composite-
version-140120.pdf  
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