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WS/ST49/33 Yew Tree Cottage, Gray 

Hill 

ST436930 4.12 ha S1 Neutral / Acid 

Grassland 

Species-Rich 

Grasslands  

Three fields situated on gentle-moderatly sloping south facing 

slope situated to the south of Wentwood and Gray Hill 

enclosed by a mixture of fenced broken hedgelines and 

mature broadleaves. The site supports dry grassland with an 

acidic feel (despite failing to support sufficient acidic indicators 

as per wildlife site guidelines). Field 1 is charecterised by 

frequent Agrostis tenuis, Festuca rubra, Anthoxanthum 

odoratum and Holcus lanatus. Typical herbs are Lotus 

corniculatus, Stellaria graminea, Plantago lanceolata and 

Luzula campestris. Other herbs include Trifolium pratense, 

Rumex acetosella and Hypochaeris radicata are more 

localised. The west of the field is ranker and bracken is 

invading from north and south margins. Bracken is a 

significant problem in fields 2 and 3 with field 2 retaining only 

a small central area of open fine grassland of simular 

community type to field 1 but with Potentilla erecta more 

frequent. Field 3 exhibits localised richness over the lower half 

and includes a patch of Campanula rotundifolia. The north of 

the field is species-poor. 

H4 Neutral 

Grasslands 

 


